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Prayerful Meditations 

for April 2010

Blessed to Be a Blessing
Thursday, April 1

Now the LORD said to Abram, 

“Go forth from your country, 

  and from your relatives 

    and from your father’s house, 

      to the land which I will show you; 

and I will make you a great nation, 

  and I will bless you, 

    and make your name great; 

and so you shall be a blessing … 

and in you all the families of the earth  

  shall be blessed.”

Genesis 12:1-2, 3b

April 2, Good Friday

Now the silence

Now the peace

Now the empty hands uplifted

Now the kneeling

Now the plea

Now the Father’s arms in welcome

Now the hearing

Now the power

Now the vessel brimmed for pouring

Now the body

Now the blood…     

Saturday, April 3

…Now the joyful celebration

Now the wedding

Now the songs

Now the heart forgiven leaping

Now the Spirit’s visitation

Now the Son’s epiphany

Now the Father’s blessing

Now    Now    Now
Hymn # 619, Jaroslav J. Vajda

Easter Sunday, April 4

God of the rainbow 

God of the cross 

God of the empty grave 

How does the creature say Grace 

How does the creature say Thanks
Hymn #122, “God of the Sparrow”, Jaroslav J. Vajda

Monday, April 5

And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 

And He said, “Write, 

for these words are faithful and true.” 

And He said to me, “It is done. 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, 

the beginning and the end. 

I will give to the one who thirsts 

from the spring of the water of life 

without cost.”

Revelation 21:5-6

Tuesday, April 6

Therefore if any person is in Christ, 

he (she) is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself, and gave to us the ministry of reconciliation.
2 Corinthians 5:17-18

Wednesday, April 7

The original mission of Methodism: “Not to form any new sect; but to reform the nation, particularly the Church; and to spread scriptural holiness over the land.”
from The Way of Salvation

Thursday, April 8

And you are heirs of the prophets 

and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, 

“Through your offspring 

all peoples of the earth will be blessed.” 

When God raised up His Servant, 

He sent Him first to you to bless you 

by turning each of you 

from your wicked ways.
Acts 3:25-26

Friday, April 9

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 

as though God were entreating through us; we beg you 

on behalf of Christ, 

be reconciled to God.
2 Corinthians 5:20

Saturday, April 10

Lord God, in Christ You set us free 

Your life to live, Your joy to share; 

give us Your Spirit’s liberty 

to turn from guilt and dull despair; 

and offer all that faith can do, 

while love is making all things new.
Hymn #579, 

“Lord God, Your Love Has Called Us Here,” 

Brian Wren

Sunday, April 11

We’ve a story to tell to the nations, 

that shall turn their hearts to the right, 

a story of truth and mercy, 

a story of peace and light.
Hymn #569, H. Ernest Nichol

Monday, April 12

Called by worship to Your service, 

forth in Your dear name we go 

to the child, the youth, the aged, 

love in living deeds to show; 

hope and health, goodwill and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give, 

that Your servants, Lord, in freedom 

may Your mercy know, 

and live.
                                Hymn #581, Albert F. Bayly

“Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service,” 

Tuesday, April 13

For the Lord’s portion 

is His people; 

Jacob is the allotment of His inheritance; 

He found them in a desert land, 

and in the howling waste of a wilderness; 

He encircled, He cared for them, 

He guarded them as the pupil of His eye.

Deuteronomy 32:9-10

Wednesday, April 14

You shall not take vengeance, 

nor bear any grudge 

against the sons of your people, 

but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; 

I am the LORD.
Leviticus 19:18

Thursday, April 15

Let the name of the Holy One, 

blessed is He, 

be glorified, exalted and honored, 

though He is beyond all praises, songs, 

and adorations that we can utter, 

and let us say: 

Amen.
Gates of Prayer

Friday, April 16

If you are fulfilling the royal law, according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.
James 2:8

Saturday, April 17

“Heal the sick, raise the dead, 

cleanse the lepers, cast out demons; 

freely you received, freely give.”
Jesus, as recorded in Matthew 10:8

Sunday, April 18

And [the seraphim] touched my mouth 

with [a burning coal] and said, 

“Behold, this has touched your lips; 

and your iniquity is taken away, 

and your sin is forgiven.” 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, 

and who will go for us?”
Isaiah 6:7-8a

Monday, April 19

And yet, believing God who calls 

knows what we are and still may be, 

our past defeats, our future falls, 

we dare to answer: Lord, send me! 

Those who are called God purifies, 

and daily gives us strength to bend 

our thoughts, our skills, our energies, 

and life itself to this one end.
Hymn #582, “Whom Shall I Send?” 

Fred Pratt Green

Tuesday, April 20

For the fruits of this creation, 

thanks be to God; 

for good gifts to every nation, 

thanks be to God; 

for the plowing, sowing, reaping, 

silent growth while we are sleeping, 

future needs in earth’s safekeeping, 

thanks be to God.
Wednesday, April 21

In the just reward of labor, 

God’s will is done; 

in the help we give our neighbor, 

God’s will is done; 

in our worldwide task of caring, 

for the hungry and despairing, 

in the harvests we are sharing, 

God’s will is done.

Thursday, April 22

For the harvests of the Spirit, 

thanks be to God; 

for the good we all inherit, 

thanks be to God; 

for the wonders that astound us, 

for the truths that still confound us, 

most of all, that love has found us, 

thanks be to God.
Hymn #97, Fred Pratt Green

Friday, April 23

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salvation; then my tongue will joyfully sing of Thy righteousness. 

O LORD, open my lips, 

that my mouth may declare Thy praise.
Psalm 51:14-15

Saturday, April 24

Open my mouth, and let me bear 

gladly the warm truth everywhere.

Hymn #454, “Open My Eyes,” Clara H. Scott

Sunday, April 25

Show me where love and hope and faith are needed, and use me to bring them to those places. And so open my eyes and my ears that I may this coming day be able to do some work of peace for thee.

Hymn #456, “For Courage to Do Justice,” Alan Paton

Monday, April 26

If I understand prayer as presenting myself to be available for the presence of God, then I think of my work as doing that…I’ve pretty much committed my life to this process that causes me to be generative, but that also continues to generate me into newness.    

                      Walter Brueggemann

Tuesday, April 27

And I shall give them one heart, and shall put a new spirit within them…Then they will be My people, and I shall be their God.

Ezekiel 11:19a,20b

Wednesday, April 28

Is the well of your experience uncovered and flowing that others may be refreshed?…

It is time to uncover the well and let it flow! 

                         Marvin L. Cole

Thursday, April 29

Within the community of believers, love reaches beyond our biological families to all of God’s family. All those loved by God are also our beloved. We reach out to as many as we have the capacity to love. As we learn more each day the language of love, we grow in love and we find ways to express our love in all our relationships.

John M. Drescher

Friday, April 30

We praise Him who gave us life. In our rejoicing He is God; He is God in our grief. 

In anguish and deliverance alike we praise; 

in darkness and light we affirm our faith. Therefore we bow our heads in reverence, before the Eternal God of life, the Holy One, blessed be He.                              Gates of Prayer
